MONUMENT  PARK 
EXPANDED  HISTORIC  DISTRICT 
AREA  FORM 


) 


Comprehensive  Communitywide  Survey 
Fitchburg 

Area  Survey  Form  0 Monument  Park-Expanded  Historic  District 

610  Main  Street 
14  Wallace  Avenue 
50  Grove  Street 
100  Elm  Street 
84  Elm  Street 
569  Main  Street 
Hartwell  Street  Elevation 
Corner  Main  & Fox  Streets 
533  Main  Street 
18-22  & 16  Hartwell  Street 
Civil  War  Monument 
Monument  Park 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Boston  Public  Library 


https://archive.org/details/comprehensivecomturk_0 


Comprehensive  Communitywide  Survey 
Fitchburg 


Form  A - Area  O 
Monument  Park  Flistoric  District 


obiv^niiinmoOdvishcHillplqi^fliSl  * 


FORM  A - AREA 


Assessor’s  Sheets  USGS  Quad  Area  Letter  Form  Numbers  in  Are 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3" X 3”  or  3-  V2”  X 5”,  black  and  white  only) 

iMbel  photos  on  black  with  town  and  addresses  for  all) 

buildings  shown.  Record  fdm  roll  and  negative  numbers 

here  on  the  form.  Staple  1-2  photos  to  left  side  of  form 

over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation  sheets. 


roll 

negative(s) 

A 

g)'  3\ 

o 

1-11,900,  945 

Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village) 

Monument  Park  Historic  District 
Name  of  Area 

Monument  Park  - Expanded  Area 

Present  Use 

Publically  and  privately  owned  commercial,  institutional, 
educational,  religious,  and  residential  buildings  surrounding  a 
public  park. 

Construction  Dates  or  Period 

1871-1903 


Overall  Condition 


Sketch  Map 

Draw  a map  of  the  area  indicating  properties  within 
it.  Circle  and  number  properties  for  which  individual 
inventory  forms  have  been  completed.  Label  streets 
including  route  numbers,  if  any.  Attach  a continuation 
sheet  if  space  is  not  sufficient  here.  Indicate  north. 
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Major  Intrusions  and  Alterations 

Demolition  of  the  Central  Hardware  building  (formerly 
Trinitarian  Church)  and  the  development  of  a 1980s  brick  office 
building. 


Acreage 
Recorded  by 

Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects 

Organization 

City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  the  Planning  Coordinator 
Date  (month/year) 

April  2000 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  ^ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural,  structural  and  landscape  features  and  evaluate  in  terms  of  other  areas  within  the  community 


Monument  Park  Historic  District  is  comprised  of  a small  urban  park  surrounded  by  Government,  religious,  commercial,  educational, 
and  residential  buildings  dating  from  the  late  1900s  to  1903. 


The  American  Gothic  Revival  Christ  Church  at  569  Main  St  (MHC  #81  is  a granite  building  facing  south  on  the  east  side  of  the  park. 
The  southwest  corner  of  the  Main  Street  facade  is  a three  story  bell  tower  with  a two  story  eight-sided  slate  steeple  The  north,  east, 
west  & south  sides  of  the  steeple  have  tall  gabled  dormers  with  tall  narrow  Gothic  arched  windows  topped  by  a cruciform  finial.  A 
pair  of  large  wooden  Gothic  arched  doors  a located  in  the  first  floor  of  the  tower.  A small  narrow  gothic  arch  window  is  located  in  the 
second  floor  of  the  tower  and  a pair  of  gothic  arched  openings  with  wooden  louvers  is  in  the  third  floor  of  the  tower.  The  corners  of 
the  tower  are  buttressed  and  quoined.  Each  floor  is  stepped  back  from  the  floor  below  and  the  third  floor  has  a projecting  dentiled 
entablature.  The  eastern  portion  of  the  Main  Street  facade  has  a large  triple  Gothic  arched  window  in  the  central  two  story  gable  and  is 
flanked  by  smaller  Gothic  arched  windows  on  either  side,  separated  from  the  central  section  by  buttresses.  A tall  narrow  window  in 
the  gable  lies  below  the  cross  on  the  peak  of  the  gable. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  ^ see  continuation  sheet 

Explain  historical  development  of  the  area.  Discuss  how  this  relates  to  the  historical  development  of  the  community. 


Civic  buildings,  a church,  and  some  former  residences  now  used  for  business  offices  surround  the  small  urban  park.  This  area,  known  as 
Monument  Park,  became  Fitchburg’s  first  National  Register  Historic  District  in  May  of  1978.  Nine  buildings,  the  park,  and  the  monument 
were  originally  included  in  the  Historic  District.  One  building  within  the  district.  Central  Hardware/  Trinitarian  Church  has  since  been 
demolished  and  replaced  with  a modern  office  building.  The  Fay  Club  was  listed  individually  on  the  National  Register  in  January  1978. 

The  Parish  of  Christ  Church  at  569  Main  St  (MHC  #8)  was  incorporated  in  1863.'  Alvah  Crocker’s  wife  Lucy  was  a communicant  of  Christ 
Church.  When  plans  were  made  to  build  a new  church,  Alvah  Crocker  donated  the  $9000  needed  for  the  purchase  of  the  land  in  1864^  and 
was  selected  Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee.  The  building  was  designed  by  Richard  Upjohn  and  cost  $46,732.  Christ  Episcopal 
Church  was  consecrated  April  1868.^  The  building  has  been  altered  on  numerous  occasions.  In  1892  an  area  for  a Boy  and  Men’s  Choir  and 
Parish  Hall  were  added.  Alterations  were  made  to  the  Parish  House  in  1918.  A new  clergy  room  was  added  in  1920.  In  1928/9  the  Parish 
House  and  chancel  were  enlarged  and  a chapel  was  added.  In  1958  the  education  building  was  added.'’ 
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^ Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form 


' Frank  Garretson,  Draft  proposal  for  an  Historic  District  ([Fitchburg:  City  of  Fitchburg],  n.d.). 

^ Doris  Kirkpatrick,  The  City  and  the  Rive.{  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts:  Fitchburg  Historical  Society,  1971)  p.325. 
^ Ibid 

Frank  Garretson,  Draft  proposal  for  an  Historic  District. 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  continued 


The  western  elevation  facing  the  park  is  one  story.  The  center  bay  is  a an  intersecting  gable  with  a Gothic  arched  entrance.  A 
large  triple  arched  window  with  a circular  six  section  window  is  located  over  the  entry.  To  the  south  of  the  central  bay  are  two 
bays  with  large  Gothic  window.  To  the  north  is  a rounded  arched  entrance  topped  by  small  arched  openings.  The  northernmost 
bays  are  capped  by  an  even  steeper  pitched  roof.  In  these  bays  the  fenestration  is  paired  rounded  arched  windows  flanked  by 
engaged  columns  under  molded  architraves.  The  windows  are  connected  by  a molded  beltcourse.  On  the  east  elevation  near 
the  southern  coorner  is  a arched  entrance  with  a pair  of  gothic  arched  wood  doors  in  a small  intersecting  gable. 

Main,  Hartwell,  and  Elm  Streets,  and  Wallace  Avenue  border  Monument  ParktMHC  #945).  It  consists  of  2/3  of  an  acre* 
enclosed  by  an  iron  fence  atop  a low  granite  wall.  Shrubbery  and  mature  deciduous  trees  wall  the  park.  Gravel  walks 
encircling  the  central  monument  divide  the  large  lawn.  An  accessible  masonry  ramp  at  the  north  end  of  the  park  provides 
access  to  lawn  and  gravel  walks  which  are  raised  above  the  sidewalk  approximately  12  inches. 

The  central  monument  is  the  Civil  War  Monument  (MHC  #A-900).  The  bronze  figure  of  America  holding  a myrtle  wreath  and 
leaning  on  a sheathed  sword  is  flanked  by  a figure  of  a sailor  and  a soldier  both  done  in  bronze.  The  figures  sit  on  a granite  base 
inscribed  with  the  names  of  Fitchburg’s  Civil  War  dead. 

The  Victorian  Gothic  Worcester  County  Superior  Court  at  84  Elm  Street  (MHC  #7)  is  a three-story  granite  I-shaped  building  with  a 
steeply  pitched  slate  roof  The  courthouse  is  set  back  from  the  sidewalk  approximately  fifteen  feet  on  three  sides.  The  section  under 
the  cross  gable  to  the  rear  is  set  back  from  the  sidewalks  approximately  twenty-five  feet.  The  front  gable  terminates  to  the  east  and 
west  in  a five-sided  bay  the  parallel  hipped  roof  is  connected  to  the  main  roof  by  a cross  gable.  Iron  finials  crown  the  roof  The  granite 
blocks  are  in  a random  ashlar  pattern  with  pressed  granite  trimwork.  The  basement  walls  are  sheathed  in  smooth  granite  blocks. 

Granite  stringcourses  link  the  sills  of  the  first  floor  and  second  floor  windows.  All  of  the  corners  are  quoined,  including  the  projecting 
dormers.  The  building  is  7 bays  x 6 bays.  The  central  bay  on  Elm  Street  is  the  main  entrance  and  the  stone  portico  projects 
approximately  five  feet  from  the  building  and  is  set  approximately  six  feet  above  the  sidewalk.  The  entrance  is  under  a Gothic  arch 
and  a Gothic  arched  opening  in  placed  on  either  side  of  the  entrance.  A stone  balustrade  with  small  triangular  openings  edges  the  open 
porch  on  the  second  story.  The  large  Gothic  arched  window  above  the  porch  is  in  the  central  projecting  dormer.  The  remaining 
windows  are  1/1  and  are  replacement  windows.  The  basement  level  windows  are  rectangular,  the  first  floor  windows  are  segmentally 
arched,  and  the  second  story  windows  are  Gothic  arched.  The  windows  all  have  wide  granite  lintels,  sills,  and  architraves.  Tall  Gothic 
dormers  with  tall  narrow  windows  and  small  gabled  pediments  break  the  continuous  cornice.  The  Gothic  dormers  are  topped  by 
cruciform  finials.  The  windows  in  the  northern  end  bay  are  double  windows  on  the  first  floor  and  basement.  The  second  floor 
windows  ate  triple  Gothic  windows  connected  by  engaged  granite  columns  under  a Gothic  dormer  with  a single  Gothic  window. 

The  Victorian  Gothic  Fay  Club  at  658  Main  Street  (MHC  #2)  is  a two  story  high  brick  building  with  a steeply  pitched  slate  roof  The 
building  stands  on  a 1-acre  lot^  set  back  from  the  curb  approx.  50’.  The  building  is  asymmetrical  with  two  large  external  chimneys  to 
either  end  of  the  main  form  of  the  house.  The  building  is  9 bays/  4bays  deep.  The  central  third  of  the  front  facade  projects  from  the 
eastern  third  approximately  four  feet.  The  western  third  is  also  the  main  entrance  to  the  building  and  is  set  back  from  the  central  third 
approximately  fifteen  feet.  The  main  entrance  is  reached  by  a wide  set  of  granite  steps.  A secondary  entrance  to  the  east  is  reached  via 
a raised  stone  patio  and  covered  by  a intricate  wooden  portico.  The  main  wall  material  is  red  brick  trimmed  with  brownstone  sills, 
lintels,  cornice,  and  belt  course.  Windows  are  2/2  casements,  except  for  the  second  story  windows  in  the  central  bay,  which  are 
undivided,  and  the  dormer  & gable  windows  on  the  third  floor,  which  are  1/1  double  hung  windows.  The  second  and  third  story 


* Frank  Garretson,  Blaine  Mallory,  and  Joseph  Orfant,  Monument  Park  (National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Inventory  Nomination 
Form.  Massachusetts  Historical  Commision.  Prepared  July  26,  1977). 

^ Frank  Garretson,  Draft  proposal  for  an  Historic  District  ([Fitchburg:  City  of  Fitchburg],  n.d.) 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  continued 

windows  of  the  central  bay  are  topped  by  terra  cotta  arches.  The  hipped  roof  is  joined  to  a gable  over  the  central  projecting  bay,  and 
side  gable  over  the  western  bay.  A small  dormer  on  the  eastern  front  is  also  gabled. 

16  Hartwell  Street  (MHC  #10)  is  a two  story  brick  Queen  Anne  set  on  a granite  foundation.  The  building  is  set  on  a corner  lot  and  is 
elevated  approximately  12  inches  above  the  sidewalk  with  a granite  retaining  wall  adn  ten  feet  from  the  sidewalk.  The  Hartwell  facade 
has  a two  story  circular  bay  with  four  windows  on  each  floor  on  the  southwest  corner.  The  northern  bay  is  the  entrance.  Woodoen 
colums  topped  by  a shingle  roof  and  a wooden  window  bay  on  the  second  floor  with  two  windows.  The  columns  on  the  entry  porch 
are  spanned  by  wood  lattice  and  lead  to  two  entry  doors.  The  hipped  roof  is  broken  by  a slate-shingled  gable  with  two  double  hung 
windows.  The  Elm  Street  fagade  has  a central  projecting  bay  under  a cross  gable.  The  first  and  second  floors  each  have  two  1/1 
windows  andare  separated  by  recessed  brick  panels.  There  is  a 1/1  double  hung  window  in  the  slate-shingled  gable  end.  On  the  east 
side  of  the  central  bay  is  a recessed  ell  with  a lower  gabled  slate  roof.  A first  floor  porch  is  detailed  similar  to  the  entry  porch  with 
wood  columns  and  lattice.  Three  bays  long  the  easternmost  bay  on  the  first  floor  is  a doorway,  on  the  second  floor  it  is  a pair  of 
double  hung  windows.  A small  hipped  dormer  with  a pair  of  1/1  double  hung  windows  sits  atop  the  southern  hip  of  the  main  roof. 

1 8/20/22  Hartwell  Street  (MHC  #11)  is  a three  story  brick  tenement.  The  Hartwell  Street  facade  is  five  bays  wide.  The  southern  three 
bays  form  a three  story  projecting  bay.  The  doors  on  the  first  floor  are  sheltered  by  a shed  roof  supported  by  large  brackets.  A stone 
cornice  separates  the  three  stories  from  the  brick  parapet.  Windows  are  8/8  and  6/6  double  hung  windows.  The  building  is  set  on  a 
stone  foundation  approximately  five  feet  from  the  sidewalk.  The  basement  windows  are  rectangular. 

The  Fitchburg  Armory  at  14  Wallace  Avenue  (MHC  #4)  is  a two  story  brick  building  with  a flat  roof.  The  building  is  7 bays  by  10 
bays.  There  are  three  bays  to  the  south  of  the  central  two  bay  tower  and  five  bays  to  the  north.  The  bays  on  either  side  of  the  tower  as 
well  as  the  northernmost  two  bays  are  setback  from  the  street.  The  parapet  is  crenellated  and  sits  atop  a stringcourse  of  brick  corbels. 
Cruciforms  punctuate  the  crenellations.  A tall  slender  octagonal  turret  with  tall  narrow  brick  recesses  is  adjacent  to  the  south  side  of 
the  square  central  tower  that  is  three  stories  high  and  also  crenellated.  The  first  floor  of  the  square  tower  projects  from  the  main  form. 
The  entrance  is  through  a Romanesque  arch  at  the  base  of  the  tower.  The  main  arch  is  flanked  by  a turret  on  either  side  and  the 
projecting  central  form  creates  a balcony  at  the  second  floor  level.  Atop  the  central  arch  is  one  arched  window  and  one  flat  topped 
replacement  window  capped  by  the  building’s  name  in  relief,  topped  by  the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  windows  on  the  main 
form  of  the  building  are  narrow  and  tall  with  arched  tops  and  four  smaller  tall  narrow  double  hung  windows  top  the  central  tower.  A 
sandstone  water-table  is  continuous  below  the  sills  of  the  first  story  windows.  Basement  windows  are  small  and  rectangular. 

The  rear  addition  has  a large  gable  roof.  The  fa9ade  on  Grove  Street  is  eight  bays  long.  The  two  story  central  three  bays  project 
approximately  one  foot  from  the  one  story  bays  on  either  side.  The  parapet  is  crenellated  and  sits  atop  a stringcourse  of  brick  corbels. 
Cruciforms  punctuate  the  crenellations.  The  entrance  is  arched,  topped  by  three  tall  narrow  windows,  and  capped  by  a paneled 
parapet.  The  windows  on  the  Elm  Street  facade  are  tripartited  arched  windows.  The  windows  in  the  westernmost  bay  have  been 
replaced  with  a modern  aluminum  framed  glass  door  reached  via  an  concrete  ramp  with  metal  rails. 

The  YMCA  Building  at  533  Main  Street  (MHC  #9)  is  a sandstone  and  brick  three  story  building  with  a flat  roof  five  bays  wide  by  six 
bays  deep.  The  original  mansard  roof  and  top  two  floors  were  removed  and  the  first  floor  shop  fronts  have  been  altered.  The  corner 
building  is  dominated  by  the  bulging  stone  bays  on  the  southwest  corner.  Tripple  1/1  double  hung  windows  topped  by  transoms  are 
surrounded  by  stone  sills,  lintels  and  jambs.  The  windows  are  divided  horizontally  by  a band  of  terra  cotta  panels.  The  central  three 
bays  on  Main  Street  are  topped  by  a Romanesque  arch.  The  second  floor  windows  are  paired  1/1  double  hung  windows  under 
transoms.  Separated  from  the  third  floor  tripartite  arched  windows  by  a terra  cotta  panel.  The  eastern  bay  projects  approximately  two 
feet  and  has  a recessed  bay  window  on  both  the  third  and  second  floors.  The  third  floor  windows  on  the  northern  three  bays  on  the 
side  elevation  are  topped  by  Romanesque  arches.  The  second  floor  windows  on  the  southern  two  bays  are  paired  tall  narrow  1/1 
double  hung  windows  under  small  transoms.  The  remaining  windows  are  single  rectangular  1/1  double-  hung  windows  under 
transoms.  The  top  of  the  building  is  capped  by  a brick,  sandstone,  and  granite  band  once  a belt  course  now  serves  as  an  entablature. 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  continued 


The  Neo  Classical  Old  US  Post  Office-Fitchburg  Branch  at  100  Elm  Street  (MHC  # ^ now  the  District  Court  is  a two-story  limestone* 
building  with  a flat  roof.  The  building  is  5 bays  by  7 bays.  Two  sides  of  the  building  are  set  approximately  10  feet  from  the  sidewalk 
along  Elm  Street  and  Wallace  Avenu,  the  other  two  are  used  for  parking.  A wide  molded  entablature  and  oversized  modillions  form  a 
cornice  beneath  overhanging  eaves  and  a stone  balustrade.  The  center  three  bays  of  the  Wallace  Avenue  fa^'ade  are  capped  by  a 
sculpted  figure.  The  central  bays  are  recessed  creating  a portico  supported  by  two  story  Doric  columns.  The  large  segmental  arched 
windows  have  keystones  and  the  sills  are  connected  by  a stone  water-table.  Key-stoned  jack  arches  separate  the  arch  tops  from  the 
lower  rectangular  window  sections.  The  lower  windows  are  a pair  of  three-paned  casements.  The  windows  on  the  Grove  Street  and 
rear  facade  are  rectangular  tripartite  double  hung  windows.  The  entablature  is  shallower  and  less  ornate  then  the  major  street  facades, 
but  is  similarly  topped  by  a stone  balustrade. 

The  Fitchburg  Historical  Society  at  50  Grove  Street  (MHC  #51  is  a two  story  Beaux  Arts  building  with  a hipped  roof.  Set  on  a stone 
base  the  entrance  is  reached  by  short  flight  of  six  granite  steps.  The  brick  walls  are  topped  by  a stone  cornice.  There  are  stone  quoins 
and  a stone  band  running  around  the  building  between  the  first  and  second  floors  at  the  level  of  the  entrance  cornice.  The  building  is 
five  bays  wide  and  three  bays  deep.  Doric  pilasters  support  a deep  stone  entablature  and  frame  the  central  bay  on  Grove  Street.  Greek 
dentils  and  a projecting  stone  cornice  topped  with  a decorative  cast  iron  balustrade  cap  the  entry  bay.  The  balustrade  has  a central  oval 
and  diamond  detail  with  a corner  detail  simulating  urns.  The  remaining  balustrade  has  vertical  openings  that  are  held  short  of  the  top 
by  a band  with  ovals  and  the  rail.  Within  the  pilasters  is  an  arched  stone  opening  framing  a pair  of  wooden  doors  and  a fanlight.  The 
ornate  cornice  has  closely  spaced  dentils  that  cast  shadows  on  a narrow  entablature  with  stone  modillions  supporting  the  projecting 
cornice. 

The  remaining  bays  are  symmetrically  arranged  and  have  a square  six  paned  window  at  the  basement  level,  an  arched  single  hung 
window,  the  lower  sash  having  12  panes  and  the  upper  sash  having  eight  panes  under  the  eight  panes  in  the  half  circle.  The  large 
windows  sit  atop  a stone  sill  and  the  brick  arch  has  a projecting  stone  at  the  spring  point  and  keystone.  The  window  on  the  upper  story 
of  the  bay  is  a double  hung  6/6  with  aluminum  storm  windows  capped  by  a flat  stone  arch  with  projecting  keystone. 

On  the  side  elevation  a secondary  entrance  door,  paired  with  a fanlight  is  reached  via  granite  steps  protected  with  a cast  iron  balustrade 
similar  in  detail  to  the  one  atop  the  entrance  portico.  The  main  entrance  faces  east  and  a small  landscaped  park  is  located  to  the  south 
of  the  building.  A cannon  sits  outside  near  the  front  steps.  The  last  or  rear  bay  on  the  north  side  is  bricked  in.  The  brick  and  mortar 
appear  to  be  the  same  as  the  walls  and  is  probably  original.  Down  spouts  are  modern  and  aluminum  and  connect  to  the  copper  gutter. 
There  are  three  down  spouts  on  the  front  two  from  the  roof  between  the  southernmost  and  northernmost  bays  and  a third  from  the 
portico  roof  gutter. 

The  Fitchburg  Public  Library  at  610  Main  Street  (MHC  #1)  faces  north  on  Main  Street  and  forms  the  southern  boundary  wall  of  the 
Park.  The  building  is  Modern  concrete  structure  infilled  with  brick  and  glass  panels.  It  is  two  stories  in  height  with  a flat  roof 
supported  by  the  flared  tops  of  the  concrete  columns.  The  building  is  ten  bays  wide  by  three  bays  deep.  The  third  and  fourth  bays 
from  the  east  are  used  as  the  main  entrance.  Connected  by  a wide  horizontal  band  the  bays  are  recessed  and  provide  room  for  a stone 
marker.  The  rear  of  the  building  is  a courtyard  with  a connecting  glass  corridor  leading  to  the  children’s  reading  room.  The  children’s 
reading  room  is  similar  in  materials  to  the  main  library  form  although  it  is  of  earlier  construction. 


* Frank  Garretson,  Blaine  Mallory,  and  Joseph  Orfant,  Monument  Park  (National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Inventory  Nomination 
Form.  Massachusetts  Historical  Commision.  Prepared  July  26,  1977). 
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HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  continued 

Monument  Park  (MHC  #945).  was  created  as  a memorial  park  to  honor  Fitchburg’s  Civil  War  dead.  In  1868  the  Town  authorized 
$40,000  for  purchase  of  the  land  defined  by  Main,  Hartwell,  Church  (now  Wallace),  and  Elm  Streets.  The  existing  buildings  were 
moved  from  the  site  by  1871.  The  park  was  dedicated  in  June  1874.'  Originally  mounted  field  pieces  stood  in  each  corner  of  the  park 
and  there  was  a substantial  iron  fence  enclosing  the  green.  Herbert  J Kellaway,  a Landscape  Architect  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  drew 
a plan  for  Monument  Square  in  Dec  1907.^ 

In  1872  $25,000  was  allocated  for  the  building  of  a monument.  The  monument  took  two  years  to  complete.^  The  sculptor  was  Martin 
Millore  of  Boston  and  the  figures  were  cast  by  William  Blake  & Co,  founders,  also  of  Boston. 

Worcester  County  Superior  Court  at  84  Elm  Street  (MHC  #7)  was  built  in  1871.  The  Courthouse  was  planned  in  conjunction  with 
the  design  of  the  new  park.  The  building  was  completed  at  a cost  of  $125,000.'*  E Boyden  & Son  of  Worcester,  MA  designed  the 
courthouse.^  Local  lawyers,  Amasa  Cross,  Charles  Mason,  Nathaniel  Wood  and  Charles  HB  Snow,  and  his  partner  Thomas  K Ware, 
who  later  was  named  a Judge,  practiced  in  the  courthouse.  The  first  court  sat  in  the  new  courthouse  on  August  14,  1871.^  The  building 
is  currently  used  as  the  office  of  the  Worcester  County  Registrar  of  Deeds,  which  has  been  housed  in  the  building  since  1884.’ 

658  Main  Street  (MHC  #2)  was  the  home  of  George  E Eay,  an  employee  of  Crocker  & Burbank  Co.  John  Homer  built  the  house  in 
1883.  It  is  the  only  remaining  residence  on  Main  Street  below  the  Upper  Common,  in  an  area  that  was  once  lined  by  large  residences. 
Many  of  these  residences  were  demolished  or  moved  to  accommodate  expanding  commercial  interest  in  property  on  Main  Street. 
George  E Eay  amassed  his  fortune  in  railroad  stocks.  His  daughter,  Lucy  Eay,  inherited  her  father’s  fortune,  including  the  mansion 
upon  his  death  in  1895.  Upon  her  marriage  at  age  45  to  Claude  M Griffith,  she  moved  to  California,  and  offered  the  Eay  Mansion  to 
the  Park  Club,  of  which  George  Fay  had  been  a charter  member.  The  Park  Club  accepted  her  offer,  and  changed  their  name  to  the  Fay 
Club  in  honor  of  her  father.  The  Fay  Club  is  not  included  in  the  National  Register  Historic  District,  but  was  listed  individually  on  the 
National  Register  on  January  31,  1978. 

#16  Hartwell  Street(MHC  #10),  the  EN  Choate  House  was  built  in  ca.  1886  at  the  corner  of  Elm  and  Hartwell  Streets,  replacing  an 
earlier  dwelling  also  belonging  to  EN  Choate,  a grocer.  Designed  by  Henry  M Erancis  as  a single  family  residence  the  building  is  now 
divided  into  three  units  and  used  as  a mix  of  office  and  residential. 

The  EN  Choate  Tenement  House  at  #18/20/22  Hartwell  Street(MHC  #11)  was  built  ca.  1890  to  the  north  of  the  EN  Choate  House. 
The  brick  triple  decker  was  designed  by  Henry  M Erancis.  It  is  presently  used  as  a four  unit  apartment  building. 

At  625  Main  Street  is  the  site  of  the  Trinitarian  Church,  built  in  1844  and  demolished  in  the  1980s.  The  founders  of  the  church  were 
three  of  Fitchburg’s  prominent  businessmen,  Benjamin  Snow,  Jr.,  Abel  Thurston,  and  Alpheus  Kimball.  Thurston,  and  Kimball  were 
anti-slavery  sympathizers. 


' Doris  Kirkpatrick,  The  City  and  the  River,  ( Fitchburg,  Massachusetts:  Fitchburg  Historical  Society,  1971)  p405. 
’“Streets”  in  the  Subject  files  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society. 

’ Doris  Kirkpatrick,  The  City  and  the  River,  p405. 

Hbid 

^ Atlas  of  Worcester  Co  Massachusetts,  1 870. 

^ Doris  Kirkpatrick,  The  City  and  the  River,  p405. 
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The  anti-slavery  movement  in  Fitchburg  was  very  controversial  because  of  the  reliance  of  the  mills  on  cotton  and  the  prosperity  of  mill 
owners  who  indirectly  earned  their  fortunes  off  the  backs  of  slave  labor.  The  leaders  broke  away  from  the  Congregational  Church  over 
the  issue  slavery  and  used  the  Church  as  an  Underground  Rail  Road  station  on  the  route  to  Canada  for  slaves  escaping  the  South.  The 
church  also  hosted  many  abolitionist  speakers  including  Frederick  Douglas,  Lucy  Stone,  and  George  Thompson.  The  church  was  sold 
in  1871.*  The  building  was  used  as  a post  office  and  later  as  a hardware  store.  By  the  time  of  its  demolition  it  had  been  severely 
altered  architecturally  on  both  the  interior  and  exterior. 

The  Fitchburg  Armory  at  14  Wallace  Avenue  (MHC  #41  was  built  in  1891  to  house  Companies  B & D of  the  Sixth  Regiment.  The 
armory  replaced  several  two  and  three  story  gable-roof  residences  at  the  rear  of  the  Trinitarian  Church  and  bounding  the  northwestern 
edge  of  the  park.  Robert  Wait  & Olin  W Cutter,  Architects  designed  the  building^  at  a cost  of  approximately  $60,000.  The  head  house 
was  originally  74’  x 43’  and  the  drill  shed  was  60’  x 101’.  HM  Francis  in  1914  designed  an  addition  to  the  north  of  the  head  house  and 
enlarged  the  drill  house.  The  building  was  used  for  an  armory  until  1974  when  it  was  sold  to  the  City  of  Fitchburg  for  one  dollar.  The 
building  is  now  utilized  as  Senior  Center  and  is  still  owned  by  the  City. 

The  Fitchburg  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  Building  at  533  Main  Street  (MHC  #9)  was  organized  in  October  of  1886  ^and  the 
building  was  built  in  1894  and  designed  by  HM  Francis.  The  building  was  altered  by  the  removal  of  the  two  top  stories  and  mansard 
roof  ca  1950.  The  exterior  of  the  first  floor  was  also  altered.  The  building  was  also  the  location  of  the  Worcester  County  National 
Bank. 

The  Old  US  Post  Office-Fitchburg  Branch  at  100  Elm  Street  (MHC  #4)  was  constructed  in  1904,  replacing  the  Post  Office  in  the  Old 
Trinitarian  Church.  The  supervising  architect  for  the  courthouse  was  James  Knox  Taylor."*  The  building  was  enlarged  in  the  1930s.  In 
1974  the  Post  Office  relocated  to  a new  Federal  Building  on  Main  Street  and  the  building  was  converted  for  use  as  a superior  court  in 
1981. 

James  FD  Garfield,  the  former  publisher  of  the  Sentinel,  held  a meeting  at  his  home  on  Grove  Street  on  February  3,  1892.  At  that 
meeting  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society  was  established.  James  FD  Garfield  “owned  the  Garfield  and  Proctor  Coal  Company,  was 
director  of  the  Orswell  Mills  from  1887-1911,  Treasurer  of  the  Brown  Bag  Filling  Machine  Company  from  1897-1911  and  president 
of  the  Sawyer  Tool  Company  from  1900-1906.  He  also  served  as  the  president  of  the  Worcester  North  Savings  Institution,  and  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Safety  Fund  National  Bank.’’^ 

Garfield,  who  lived  on  Grove  Street,  donated  the  land  for  the  Society’s  building  at  50  Grove  Street  (MHC  #5).  Funds  for  the  building’s 
construction  were  raised  by  subscription.  The  cornerstone  for  the  building  was  laid  on  Aug  5,  1911  and  the  building  was  dedicated  on 
May  27,  1912.  HM  Francis  designed  the  building  to  house  the  society’s  collections,  library  and  to  provide  a meeting  room.  Garfield 
died  that  December,  but  his  daughter  Theresa  Garfield  carried  on  his  association  with  the  Historical  Society,  serving  as  the  Society  s 
Librarian  for  more  than  58  years. ^ A cannon  outside  near  the  front  steps  may  have  been  cast  in  the  Sawyer  foundry  for  use  in  the  civil 
war.  The  Historical  Society  is  not  included  in  the  National  Register  Historic  District. 


* Doris  Kirkpatrick,  The  City  and  the  River.(  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts:  Fitchburg  Historical  Society,  1971)  p325-6. 

^ Frank  Garretson,  Blaine  Mallory,  and  Joseph  Orfant,  Monument  Park  (National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Inventory  Nomination 
Form.  Massachusetts  Historical  Commision.  Prepared  July  26,  1977). 

^ Doris  Kirkpatrick,  The  City  and  the  River,  p405. 

^ Massachusetts  Division  of  Inspection,  Building  Inspection  Plans,  Card  File  ([Massachusetts  State  Archives,  Boston]). 

^ Ruth  Penka,  Fitchburg’s  Golden  Age:  Industry  & Philanthropy  1863-1923  (Fitchburg:  [Fitchburg  Historical  Society],  1995)  p28. 
^ Doris  Kirkpatrick,  The  City  and  the  River  p405. 
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Fitchburg  Public  Library  at  610  Main  Street  (MHC  #1)  was  designed  by  Carl  Koch  and  Associates  and  built  in  1964,  replacing  the 
previous  Wallace  Library  built  in  1884,  which  was  demolished  to  accommodate  the  new  building.  George  R Wallace,  Jr,  a paper 
maker  and  the  grandson  of  the  Rodney  Wallace,  the  donor  of  the  1884  Library  building,  was  the  benefactor  of  the  new  library.  To 
accommodate  Koch’s  design,  both  the  old  library  and  the  adjacent  Baptist  Church  were  demolished.  George  Rodney  Wallace  Jr’s 
father,  George  Rodney  Wallace,  donated  the  monies  for  a youth  library.  An  addition  to  the  rear  of  the  library,  housing  the  Youth 
Library  was  built  in  1950  and  designed  by  Koch’s  office,  was  not  demolished,  but  incorporated  into  the  new  building’s  design.  The 
Public  Library  is  not  included  in  the  National  Register  Historic  District. 

The  Wallace  family  was  one  of  Fitchburg’s  most  prosperous  families.  The  Wallace  family  patriarch  was  Rodney  Wallace,  a paper 
manufacturer  and  owner  of  the  Fitchburg  Paper  Co.  Fire  and  floods  destroyed  several  of  the  paper  mill’s  buildings;  one  extant 
building  where  Fitchburg  Paper  Company  produced  book,  card  and  glazing  papers  was  constructed  in  1887  near  Depot  and  River 
Streets  (MHC  #508).  Rodney  Wallace  was  “a  selectman  for  the  City  in  the  years  1864,  1865,  and  1867;  he  served  as  Representative 
from  the  area  in  the  General  Court  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  and  was  a member  of  the  United  States  Congress  from 
1889-1891.”’  In  addition  to  his  public  service,  Wallace  used  his  wealth  to  improve  Fitchburg’s  cultural  landscape.  He  gifted  the  City 
with  the  1885  public  library  on  Main  Street,  the  “Boys  with  Turtles”  (MHC  #902)  fountain  in  the  Upper  Common,  and  Wallace  Wav 
(MHC  #921),  near  the  entrance  to  Fitchburg  High  School.  George  Rodney  Wallace  Jr.  donated  to  the  Burbank  Hospital  and  gave  the 
City  a Civic  Center,  Planetarium,  and  Skating  Rink.  The  Wallace  foundation  continues  to  provide  funding  to  Fitchburg’s  cultural 
institutions. 
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Map  of  Fitchburg  Massachussetts.  Surveyed  by  Levi  Downe  Boston,  MA:  N.p.,  October  1830. 

Map  of  Fitchburg.  N.p.,  1871-1872. 

Map  of  Worcester  Co..  N.p.,  1857. 
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‘ Ruth  Penka,  Fitchburg's  Golden  Age:  Industry  & Philanthropy  1863-1923  (Fitchburg:  [Fitchburg  Historical  Society],  1995)  p4. 
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Fitchburg 

Erects  this  monument 
In  memory  of  her 
Brave  sons  who  fell 
And  in  honor  of 

All  her  loyal  citizens  who  perilled 
Their  lives  in  the  great  struggle 
Which  secured  the 
Unity  of  the  republic 
And  the 

Freedom  of  an  oppressed  race 
1861-1865 

“For  these  are  deeds  which  should  not  pass  away 
And  names  that  must  not  wither.” 

1875 

William  Blake  & Co. 

Founders 

Boston 

Martin  Milmore 
Designer  & Sculptor 
Boston 


There  are  three  plaques  listing  the  142  persons  who  were  killed  in  battle,  died  of  wounds  and  died  of  disease.  The  list  gives  their  rank, 
name,  unit,  and  date. 
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Check  all  that  apply: 

Q Individually  eligible  Q Eligible  only  in  a historic  district 
□ Contributing  to  a potential  historic  district  ^ Potential  historic  district 

Criteria:  DB  ^CQD 

Criteria  Considerations:  □AnEncDDDEDF  QG 


Statement  of  Significance  by  Julie  Ann  Larry.  Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects.  LLC. 

The  criteria  that  are  checked  in  the  above  sections  must  be  justified  here. 

Monument  Park,  became  Fitchburg’s  first  National  Register  Historic  District  in  May  of  1978.  Nine  buildings,  the  park,  and  the 
monument  were  originally  included  in  the  Historic  District.  One  building  within  the  district.  Central  Hardware/  Trinitarian  Church  has 
since  been  demolished  and  replaced  with  a modern  office  building.  The  Fay  Club  was  listed  individually  on  the  National  Register  in 
January  1978. 

The  Historic  District  includes  all  the  properties  on  the  west,  north,  and  east  boundaries  of  the  park.  These  buildings  are  predominately 
civic  and  cultural  structures  with  the  exception  of  the  two  residential  properties  on  Hartwell  Street.  It  does  not  include  the  any 
properties  on  the  southern  boundary  along  Main  Street.  The  commercial  properties  at  536-588  Main  Street  have  been  significantly 
altered  and  would  not  be  considered  contributing  to  the  district.  The  Public  Library  at  610  Main  Street  possesses  integrity  of  design, 
setting,  materials,  and  workmanship.  Constructed  in  the  Modern  Style  the  library  and  the  children’s  wing  were  designed  by  a nationally 
famous  architect,  Carl  Koch.  The  library  is  a civic  building  owned  by  the  City  and  forms  an  important  part  of  the  Park’s  urban  street 
wall.  In  addition,  the  library  possesses  historical  associations  with  major  local  industrial  and  commercial  figures  George  Rodney 
Wallace  and  George  Rodney  Wallace  Jr.  While  the  building  is  relatively  new,  built  in  1950-1967,  it  continues  the  City  of  Fitchburg’s 
tradition  of  building  civic  building  around  the  park  that  began  in  1871  with  the  park’s  and  Worcester  County  Courthouse’s 
construction.  The  Library  should  be  included  in  an  expanded  district  as  a contributing  property  to  the  Monument  Park  Historic  District. 

The  Historic  District  also  includes  a property  not  bordering  the  park,  the  YMCA  building  at  533  Main  Street.  Like  the  majority  of  the 
properties  bordering  the  park  the  building  is  also  a civic  and  cultural  structure.  Although  it  does  not  border  the  park  itself  it  is  adjacent 
to  Christ  Church,  a predominant  element  on  the  eastern  street  wall  of  the  park.  The  Fitchburg  Historical  Society  building  at  50  Grove 
Street  is  another  cultural  structure  and  is  adjacent  to  the  US  Post  Office  Building.  The  Fitchburg  Historical  Society  possesses  integrity 
of  design,  setting,  materials,  and  workmanship.  Constructed  in  the  Beaux  Arts  Style  the  library  and  museum  possess  historical 
associations  with  many  of  Fitchburg’s  wealthy  industrialist,  but  primarily  with  James  Garfield,  an  editor  of  the  Fitchburg  Sentinel. 

This  building  meets  the  criteria  for  listing  as  a contributing  building  to  the  National  Register  Historic  District  on  as  an  example  of  early 
twentieth  century  cultural  architecture. 


